INFO – SEPTEMBER 

1La, 1Lu, 1N, 1P & 1S
September 2015
Welcome to École Camille J. 


Lerouge School
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Chers Parents:

Welcome back to another exciting school 

year!  September is a month full of change!  

For teachers and students alike, 

September brings with it, new beginnings, 

surroundings, friendships, experiences, skills 

and exciting new challenges.  We hope that 

everyone had a restful holiday and is ready 

for the inspiring world of Grade one!  The purpose of this letter is to provide you with some general information regarding grade one and some of our classroom procedures.  

         District Religious Theme                        

Through God, all things are possible.

Grâce à Dieu, tout est possible.
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Français:

 Vocabulary:  Back to School, Colors, Me

 Pronouncing the alphabet

 Reading:  La roue-vowels

            Printing:  Vowels

Mathematics:

           Numbers to 10 (counting, ordering, sorting, making groups)

           Recognizing number words to 5

           Patterning

Social Studies:

My universe: my home, my school and my community (classroom vocabulary)

Science:

Creating Colour and Seasonal Changes (autumn)

Religion:

          We are introducing a new curriculum to our grade ones this year. Our first unit of 

           study will be “ I am a child of God.”  
Health: 

         Establishing Routines, Getting along with Others, Learning Strategies, 

         Safety – in the classroom (scissors, etc...) playground, bus

 Art:

Activities relating to Colors, School & Fall

Music: 

            Theme related songs 

Computers:

         Log on and log off,  proper behaviour with the laptops
Physical Education:   
           Games 


This year your child will explore the world of learning and will develop many new basic skills in French.  Encourage your child to practice and develop these new skills at home.  During the coming weeks, we will begin to:

· follow directions

· read and write the alphabet

· learn more about ourselves and others

· develop a broader understanding of the communities to which we belong 

· work, play and PRAY together

· count and classify

· practice good citizenship

· question and experiment

· observe and listen

Please take the time to discuss each school day with your child.  Ask specific questions and offer positive feedback.  Review all work brought home and set aside a special place for displaying the work.  Your constant interest will play a very important part in your child’s learning success.
This year, we will have an inclusion teacher, Misty Berube, working at all the grade levels.  In grade one, Madame Berube will be assisting us in establishing routines at the beginning of the year, as well as working on literacy skills, and literacy centers. 
School Schedule:

The welcome bell in the morning rings at 8:42 am, classes begin at 8:47 am with announcements, the singing of O Canada, and a morning prayer.  Due to new time tabling, there is no morning recess, however, we will allow for a snack and bathroom break.  

 *** Due to peanut allergies in the school, we would greatly appreciate if the snacks reflected this.  No candy or pop is appreciated.  Lunch is from 11:27 am to 12:27 pm (students will be eating their lunches in our school’s cafeteria).  If you have an alternate plan for your child at lunch, such as eating out or going home for lunch, please write me a note in your child’s agenda.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation.  The final recess of the day is at 2:05pm to 2:16pm.  Our afternoon dismissal is at 3:22pm.  Students will prepare to leave approximately 5 minutes before the final bell.  On Mondays, the students are dismissed at 2:09 for staff professional development.

*****Students arriving early are expected to play outside until the welcome bell.  Please further note that there is no teacher supervision until 8:30am.  Please do not bring your child prior to 8:30am.
***** If your child will be riding the bus on a regular basis, please inform us of your child’s bus number as soon as possible to avoid any confusion at the end of the school day.

Hot lunches are available through the school cafeteria.  Forms will be coming home with your child at the beginning of the month, please make your lunch requests at that time.

If you haven’t already sent the school supplies with your child, please do so as soon as possible.  We will keep all extra supplies and hand them out as the students need them.  We require that each student keep an extra change of clothing in their lockers (in case of accidents, weather scenarios, or accidental spills).  Students must have a pair of gym shoes, which are to be kept at school and are also to be used as their “indoor shoes”.

All students need to have a pair of outside shoes and another pair of shoes for indoor use.  If all students wear clean indoor shoes in the school, our classrooms, carpet areas, gym and cafeteria stay tidy.  Please LABEL your child’s shoes & boots!

We will be have “Montre et Raconte” in our classrooms this year which translates to “Show and Tell”.  This is the student’s opportunity to show and tell important objects, people or souvenirs to our class.  This activity provides students with the chance to develop their oral skills in French, to ask questions, to build descriptive vocabulary and to listen attentively.  The article brought to school may be anything your child values, however, we highly discourage having toys brought for show and tell regularly.  Please keep a watchful eye of your child’s agenda for special “Montre et Raconte” theme weeks – for example “Rouge week” where children would be asked to bring an item that is red.  “Montre et Raconte will be the week of Sept 21st.  Please follow the following schedule:

Monday, (lundi):  Claire, Chloe Ysabelle, Evyn, Solomon, 
Tuesday, (mardi): Dallon, Chauncey, Summer, Marley, Molly,

Wednesday,: 
Christian, Algerlyn, Tristan, Jan, Maya,

(mercredi) 

Thursday, (jeudi): Nora, Hudson, Leigham, Antonio, Sierra
Friday, (vendredi): Leah, Isabelle, Kayla
***** Please do not bring pets for “Montre et Raconte”.  We are a fur and feather free school on account of the number of allergies associated with animals.

*****Please further note that if your child misses his/her Montre et Raconte due to a ‘no school day’ (PD day), those students are invited to bring their show and tell items on the next school day.

In Grade one, we will have bathroom visits before the morning snack and again in the afternoon before or after the pm recess (for the first few months of school).  Students will be encouraged to have a bathroom break before they go out for lunch recess.  If you believe that your child may have difficulty with this schedule or with toileting, please advise us in writing as soon as possible.

Allergy alerts or other concerns –I would ask that you pack peanut-free snacks for your child to have in the morning to avoid any chance of a reaction. If you have any concerns that you would like us to be aware of please write us a note in your child’s agenda or come in and see us at your convenience.  We are striving to be a “peanut friendly” school. 

Money – if you are ordering anything through the school (lunches, field trips etc…) we would ask that you please send money in a sealed envelope or a ziploc bag and that your child does not keep it in their pockets as often it gets misplaced. 
If your child is celebrating a birthday, please feel free to send either a fruit plate or a vegetable plate to share with the class.  We are encouraging healthy choices and respecting those students with allergies. Those who have already celebrated their birthdays in July or August, may wish to choose a day in September to celebrate or you may want to choose a date in June (please let us know in advance by writing your wishes in the agenda).  
If your child is having a birthday party at your home and chooses to invite a selected number of classroom peers, please send the invitations to us and we will discretely place them in students’ backpacks or agendas.  At this age, grade one students often do not understand that everyone cannot be invited to the party and are often hurt by not being included.  This way, many hurt feelings can be avoided.

We welcome any parent volunteers who wish to lend a helping hand.  We are most grateful for your efforts.  We do, however, wish to request no volunteers for the first month of school, allowing us time to establish routines and expectations.  We will place a calendar outside of the classroom for anyone willing to sign up.  If you are unable to volunteer in the classroom, but can offer some time cutting, coloring or creating in your home, please let us know – there is always a lot of work to prepare in grade one.  Any time that you can spare is time that is greatly appreciated.  All volunteers are expected to have an RCMP check.  These screens are valid for 3 years and all forms are available in the office.
The students will be starting their weekly library visits by mid-September. Students will visit the library once every 6-day cycle (we will update you on the date once we are assigned our library days) and are permitted to borrow one easy French book and one fiction book – usually a picture book.  Please take the time and review how to carefully and responsibly look after borrowed materials with your child.  

In order to support reading skills, we will be having a home reading program in grade one.  Your child will have approximately 10 minutes of practice reading per night.  More information to follow in regards to this program.  

Scholastic Book Clubs are an affordable and inexpensive means of building your home library.  Please see attached notice for further information.  The first Scholastic book orders will be due September 14th.  
*** NEW THIS YEAR***- Scholastic is now allowing the choice to pay with credit card. Information will be attached to your 1st Scholastic Order sheet explaining this new process. 
Agendas will come to and from school with your child on a daily basis.  We ask that you use the agenda as a source of communication with us.  In the event that your child is being picked up early or going to a friend’s to play after school (or any other information that you need to share with us), we ask that you write the information in your child’s agenda.  We also ask that you initial your child’s agenda on a nightly basis (as we may have important reminders or notes to share with you too).

The Parent Council is always looking for interested parents who are willing to take an active part in our school community.  If you are interested you are welcome to attend.  A parent rep for the Parent Council is needed from each class.  Please let us know if you are interested in being the class rep.  See the opening Camille J. Lerouge newsletter for further information on the first Parent Council meeting, date and time. 

Parent Teacher Interviews/Portfolios
A portfolio with examples of your child’s work will be shared with you at Parent Teacher Interviews throughout the year to further inform you of your child’s progress.

Opening Mass will be held at Sacred Heart at 9:30 am on September 18th. All are welcome to join us in prayer.

Meet the Staff will be September 15th at 7:00 pm in the gym followed by grade meetings in classrooms.  All parents are welcome to come by and informally visit with all of the teachers from Ecole Camille J. Lerouge School.   We look forward to the opportunity to meet with as many parents as possible.

Eye checks

It is always recommended that students have their eyes checked regularly.  All children are covered by Alberta Health for an annual eye exam until their 19th birthday.

Wednesday September 16 is Picture day – grade one students generally have their photos taken earlier in the day.

Phone list – Please fill out and return the attached form.  In doing so, your child’s name and phone number will be published on a class phone list and will be shared with the other children in our class.
Wood Scraps - Later in the year, we will be doing a simple construction project, and we will need short lengths of 2X4’s or other small pieces of wood.  If you have wood scraps to donate, or would be willing to cut lengths of 2X4’s for us, please contact us!  Thanks!
To support our learning centers, we will gladly accept the following supplies from home:

· small plastic animal/insects/dinosaurs

· Lego, Mechano, tinker toys, blocks
· Buttons

· Cardboard tubes (toilet paper rolls)

· Lids from 4L milk jugs
· puzzles

· toilet paper/paper towel rolls

· lace, ribbons, scrap materials

If any interested parents are knowledgeable in the woodworking domain, please speak to us.  We need you!!!

*** Please only send materials if you have no further use for them in your home – thanks!

We are very much looking forward to working with your child this upcoming school year.  We are excited for the many experiences and challenges ahead.  We hope that you will take the opportunity to come and participate in your child’s education.  Please feel free to contact us at the school (before or after school hours, please) if you have any questions, comments, or concerns.

God Bless,

Mme Nicole Labrecque, Mme Ann-Marie Lussier, Mme Nathalie Djantouo, Mme Monique Pelletier and Mme Shannon Saringo
Important Dates


Sept. 15: Meet the Teacher


7pm, Gym


Sept. 16: Picture Day


Sept. 18: Opening Mass, 9:30 AM Sacred Heart


Sept. 22: Terry Fox Run, afternoon


Sept. 29: Family Fun night








About the teacher:


Name:  Shannon Saringo


Family: Married to Jonah. We have a daughter Emilie Rose (5 years old) and a son Grayson (1 year old)


Years of teaching at Camille:  8 years


Parish:  St. Mary’s


Activities:  Spending time with family, reading, biking, walking 








TOPICS AT A GLANCE





COMMUNICATION








